GIZ FLICT / MNLSI
Bridging Divides through Interfaith Dialogue
13 December 2011, Galle
Many areas in Galle are religiously diverse – particularly its major commercial hubs.  People identified themselves as having a religious faith: Buddhist, Christian, Muslim, and Hindu.  
This is a situation of great richness; with remarkable opportunities for mutual understanding for creating a society rooted in common values, while acknowledging differences, variety of belief and practice. Followers of different faiths are able to coexist with mutual respect and understanding. They have much to offer, drawing on their own particular spiritual heritages, to help create a society rooted in common social values which are leading towards to an integrated society where all groups of the society are respected. 
Understanding about and between people and communities of different faiths has deteriorated in recent years, as a result,  prejudice, bigotry, and inter religious misunderstanding can bring discord and even conflict. There is still much to be done and inter religious understanding should never be taken for granted. It has to be worked for in each place and each generation
Dialogue
Stories / legends/ epics / etc from each religion which depict common messages on identified themes are presented by religious narrators through the technique of ‘Story Telling’. The stories which will consolidate the religious values and day today happenings of average persons would enlighten the target audience on common characteristics of basic values of each religion and guidelines for an integrated society. 
Objectives 
· Providing a trusted, neutral, non-denominational framework for people of different faiths to discuss issues of shared concern, reflecting on both the distinctive aspects and the common ground of their individual traditions
· Fostering local inter-faith co-operation and offering advice on patterns of local inter faith initiatives suitable to the particular local area as well as different social groups.
· Promoting ways to strengthen social cohesion in local areas with cultural and religious diversity.
· Linking national and local inter-faith initiatives in the country and sharing good practices between them.

Themes
Solidarity, Tolerance, Diversity, Caste, Non-violence, Diversity, Social Integration and Cohesion
Target Audience
Religious leaders, community leaders, principles, school teachers
Key Invitees 
Minister Vasudewa Nanayakkara (tbc), Secretary to the MNLSI (tbc), Additional secretary to the MNLSI, Chief Secretary – Southern Province, Commissioner of Local Government SP, District Secretary - Galle, Additional District Secretary, Divisional Secretaries of Galle District, Parliamentarians of Galle district, Chairmen of Pradeshiya Sabhas,   
